


Dear Friends,

Immigration is closely tied to the history of
this country, which may be the reason it is so hotly
debated. Most families don’t have to go back too
many generations in their family stories to come
to the line that says, “When we first arrived in this
place...” By boat, on foot, through the mountains,
or by plane, our country’s culture and history are
constantly being enriched and invigorated by the
stories of our new arrivals. In a culture that tends
to have a short memory, our immigrants today
remind us of who we were, and who we are.

The story of immigration in this country must
be looked at as our collective story—how we all
came to be living here in this beautiful experi-
ment. Each chapter in our story is unique though,
like all great works of art, many of the themes are
the same: struggle, risk, adversity, hard work,
idealism, and hope for a better future.

Though our immigrants today may come from
farther away than the waves of immigrants in the
past, and though cultural, linguistic, and religious
differences may at first appear more extreme than
those of the new arrivals in the past, what we
share in common is far more important. At some
point in our lives—whether moving across the
country or across the state, we have all come to
the line in our own stories that begins, “When we
first arrived in this place...”

The heart of the work of ILCM is to help
immigrants safely and legally begin the story of
their lives in this country. We work to legally unite
families. We help refugees take steps toward citi-
zenship. We work to educate both immigrants and
communities by fighting fear and misconceptions
in both groups. We work for the safety of clients
and their children who, as new arrivals, are vul-
nerable to crimes and abuse. We train judges, law-
yers, prosecutors, social workers, child protection
workers, and other community members about the

unique immigration issues surrounding juveniles
and crime victims. We promote citizenship.

We are fortunate as an organization to have
the skills and experience necessary to assist
those whose stories are unfolding in a variety of
unexpected ways. Our staff, board of directors,
and client advisory council have grown in the last
year to help us deliver the services that our cli-
ents need to move on to the next chapter in their
lives. In addition, we have taken on a larger role
as advocates in order to help our immigrants tell
their stories and ensure that they are not misun-
derstood.

We passionately believe that the fair treat-
ment and just policies for all immigrants will
strengthen our communities, not divide them.
Our quick response to the difficult situation that
Jollowed the USICE raid of the Swift plant in
Worthington in December 2006, proved to be
a catalyst for the community as well as ILCM.
Today, we are providing continuous legal services
to the immigrant community in Worthington and
Southwest Minnesota, enabling us to reach more
and more immigrants outside of the Metro area.

ILCM is committed to continue and improve
our efforts on behalf of our newest Minnesotans
so that they will one day be able to tell their
children and grandchildren the story of their
family’s beginning in America. To our funders
and partners, thank you for helping ILCM carry
out this important work. Your support is crucial
as we continue to write the next chapter of this
organization’s story.

Sincerely,
c. 73%

John Keller
Executive Director



During fiscal year 2007, the Immigrant
Law Center of Minnesota (ILCM) provided
legal services for 1,421 cases. Our diverse
clientele came from 80 different countries.
With the hire of two legal assistants—one with
second-language fluency in Hmong and one in
Somali—ILCM is able to increase its outreach
and much-needed services to our increasingly
diverse immigrant communities. Our clients
resided in 39 Minnesota counties (representing
44% of all Minnesota counties). While most
clients continue to come from Ramsey and its
surrounding counties, the past year saw a large
increase in clients from rural Minnesota, reflect-
ing the changing demographics of the state and
the absence of sufficient legal services for im-

migrants in rural Minnesota’s communities. In
accordance with ILCM’s mission to serve low-
income immigrants, all clients had incomes at
or below 187.5% of the federal poverty guide-
line. Most clients came seeking legal assistance
with citizenship/naturalization, family reuni-
fication, deporta-
tion defense,
political
asylum, or
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New Legal Initiatives for fiscal year 2007
Worthington Immigration Project

The events of December 12, 2006 propelled
ILCM toward the organization that we are today.
On that day, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) raided the Swift & Company
meat-processing plant in Worthington. Over
230 individuals were detained and arrested and
many of them immediately removed from their
spouses and children, all in a matter of hours.
ILCM responded and provided immediate immi-
gration information, education, and representa-
tion to hundreds of persons caught up in the raid
in Worthington. Unfortunately, many of the legal
cases stemming from the raid do not have happy
endings. Most people were deported out of the
country within days. Children are now living
with other relatives or have also left the United
States.

The Worthington Immigration Project is a
powerful response to the hardships experienced
by these families and the community itself.
With secured funding for a full-time attorney
dedicated to this Project, ILCM is now able to
increase access to much-needed legal services
for immigrant individuals and families living
in rural Minnesota. Through legal services,
immigration-related education, and now an on-
going presence in Worthington, ILCM hopes to
prevent a tragedy of the scope of what we saw
last December.

Pro Bono Project

The Pro Bono Project increases access
to legal services and maximizes community
resources by recruiting, training, and supervis-
ing volunteer attorneys to provide assistance
with immigration cases. It offers law firms and
private attorneys an opportunity to learn about



immigrants and immigration law while allow-
ing us to offer additional direct legal services to
our clients. It is through these relationships that
ILCM was able to quickly mobilize in provid-
ing immediate services to those affected by the
Swift raid. In addition, our volunteer attorneys
work with individuals on naturalization cases
and more complex cases like those involving
domestic abuse. In the first year of the project,
31 pro bono attorneys represented 122 clients
for a total of 988 hours of donated time.

Legal Supervision of Non-Legal Community
Organizations

ILCM, Neighborhood House, and the State
of Minnesota Office for Refugee Resettlement
collaborate on this project that allows com-
munity organizations to continue providing im-
migration advice and assistance to Minnesota’s
newest refugees but now with the supervision
and expertise of ILCM. Community groups

like Neighborhood House are the natural first
point of contact for many refugees. They are
connected to the organization for basic needs
such as the culturally appropriate food shelf and
English Language Learner classes. Address-

ing immigration needs is an integral part of the
refugee resettlement process and ILCM is there
to help navigate the process. Through this col-
laboration, ILCM primarily sees recent Hmong
arrivals and East Africans.

East Metro HIV/AIDS Immigration Project

Through this collaboration with the Min-
nesota Aids Project (MAP), ILCM provides
educational services to immigrants and other
lawyers about how HIV status can impact
immigration claims—providing direct, expert
legal representation to clients impacted by
HIV/AIDS, and referring clients to other needed
social services so that they may prosper in our
Minnesota communities.

ILCM compliments its direct legal represen-
tation with quality education services intended
to prevent legal problems before they occur.
During fiscal year 2007, ILCM’s Youth Inter-
vention Project reached 4,588 youth through
145 educational presentations. These presenta-
tions educated non-citizen immigrant teenagers
and young adults about their rights and respon-
sibilities as immigrants including the crimes that
can lead to deportation and how young adults
can change their behaviors and their immigra-
tion status to avoid this outcome. In addition,
ILCM’s attorneys led 14 educational presen-

tations to 427 attendees —including social
service providers, educators, judges, attorneys,
and immigrants. The focus of these presenta-
tions ranged
from Immi-
gration 101
for Lawyers
to citizenship
workshops.

tions on immigration to immigrant
groups and the advocates who work
with them.



Award-winning Advocacy

The Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota is
honored to be the recipient of the 2007 Minne-
sota Council of Nonprofits Award in the area of
Advocacy. The award recognizes ILCM’s work
during the past year to advocate for positive leg-
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Executive Director John Keller receiving the 2007 Advocacy
Award during an awards ceremony in October 2007.

islative change and for its role as a community
leader in immigration matters, particularly in
the aftermath of the USICE raid in Worthing-
ton, Minnesota in December 2006.

Advocacy and Defense Program

Comprehensive immigration reform has
become an important and bipartisan issue. It
has been featured prominently over the past
two years both in the media and in federal and
state legislative agendas. The stories that came
out of Worthington this past year are power-
ful witnesses to the ongoing failed policy and
its consequences: a U.S citizen child is now
separated from her parent by thousands of
miles; Swift & Company —a major community
employer that prior to the raid was participat-

ing in good faith in a government program to
ensure the legal status of its workers—now has
to replace and train hundreds of new workers;
local entrepreneurs who invest in rental prop-
erties are suddenly left without tenants and a
potentially vital source of income; and commu-
nity organizations, churches, and schools lose
the companionship and support of friends and
family who are currently detained or deported.

Sharing stories like these is a central
competent of ILCM’s Advocacy and Defense
Program, a strategic effort to promote fair and
just public policy at the state and federal level.
Executive director John Keller spearheads advo-
cacy efforts with public speaking engagements,
legislative committee briefings, and community
planning sessions. ILCM staff members deliver
presentations to community organizations, pro-
fessionals, and religious groups across the state
about the current immigration system and the
urgency of immigration reform. ILCM believes
in nurturing strong partnerships and is an active
member of the Alliance for Fair Federal Im-
migration Reform of Minnesota (AFFIRM) and
collaborates with the Coalition for Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform.

While ILCM is proud to have helped secure
support for comprehensive immigration reform
from the overwhelming majority of Minnesota’s
elected officials, no significant changes have
been made on a federal level. However, we
believe that there is a wide acceptance of the
need for change and will continue to share the
stories of immigrants in our Minnesota commu-
nities to accentuate what the current system of
laws requires of ICE, and how the only solution
to avoid more “Worthingtons” is to pass fair,
humane, and pragmatic comprehensive immi-
gration legislation.



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Fiscal Years Ended April 30 2007 2006
ASSETS
Cash $ 153,287 104,786
Prepaids 3,044 4,561
Receivables 200,477 43,050
Furniture and Fixtures (less Accumulated Depreciation) 7,347 8,601
Total Assets $ 364,155 160,998
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities 36,528 18,902
Net Assets
Unrestricted 186,666 119,983
Temporarily Restricted 140,961 22,113
Total Net Assets $ 327,627 142,096
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 364,155 160,998

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Fiscal Years Ended April 30 2007 2006
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Support:

Contributions $ 394,851 85,473

Donations 81,127 54,540
Total Support $ 475978 140,013
Revenue:

Government Grants and Contracts 291,196 295,728

Other Contracts 60,054 11,018

Case Fees 11,418 9,726

Events 12,521 105

Miscellaneous 11,747 4,161
Total Revenue $ 386,936 320,738
Total Support and Revenue $ 862914 460,751
EXPENSE
Program Services:

Legal Assistance 441,300 337,501

Community Education 93,480 61,975
Total Program Services $ 534,780 399,476
Support Services:

Management and General 72,748 101,920

Fundraising 69,855 31,242
Total Support Services $ 142,603 133,162
Total Expense $ 677,383 532,638
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS $ 185,531 (71,887)
Net Assets - Beginning of Year 142,096 213,983
NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR $ 327,627 142,096

The above figures are taken from our Fiscal Year 2007 audited financial statements, which are available upon request.



Institutional Donors:

American Immigration Lawyers
Association - MN/Dakotas Chapter

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint
Paul Foundation

Azteca Real Estate Group/Boston Law
Office, PA.

Otto Bremer Foundation

J.Peter Brull Fund of The Minneapolis
Foundation

Catholic Charities Office for Social Justice

Center for Human Rights and
Constitutional Law

Charlson Foundation

El Fondo de Nuestra Comunidad, a
component fund of SpectrumTrust of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Ellingson Law Office

Faegre & Benson Foundation

Foley & Mansfield, PLLP

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

Candyce A.and David A.Gray Family
Foundation of the Saint Paul
Foundation

Gray, Plant, Mooty, Mooty & Bennett, PA.

Grotto Foundation

Hedlund Law Office

Hennepin County Bar Foundation

Emma B.Howe Memorial Foundation

HRK Foundation

IWJ Charitable Foundation

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of HRK
Foundation

John S.and James L.Knight Foundation

JP Larson & Associates, LLC

Lawyer Trust Account Board

Legal Services Advisory Committee

Leonard, Street and Deinard Foundation

Lindquist & Vennum PL.L.P.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service

MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation

Mahlum & Associates

Mardag Foundation

Mid-Minnesota Legal Assistance

Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Minneapolis Public Schools

Minnesota Chapter Federal Bar
Association

Minnesota Justice Foundation

Minnesota State Bar Foundation

MoneyGram International

Multicultural Endowment Fund, a
component fund of SpectrumTrust of
the Saint Paul Foundation

Myers Thompson PA.

Neighborhood House

Office of Refugee Resettlement

The Jay and Rose Phillips Foundation

Presbyterian Church USA

Ramsey County Bar Foundation

Mary H.Rice Foundation

The Saint Paul Foundation

Saint Paul Public Schools

School Sisters of Notre Dame

SEIU Local 113

Shir Tikvah Congregation

Southern Minnesota Regional
Legal Services

James R.Thorpe Foundation

Western Bank

Charles and Mabel Williams
Fund of The Minneapolis
Foundation

William Mitchell College
of Law

Individual Donors:

Zaytuna Ali

Cynthia Anderson

Leslie Anderson

Barbara Balkman Ruddick

Gary Bobb

Gail Bohr

Jeannette Bray

Maria Castillo

Jessica Clay

Jane Danielson

Michael Davis

Martha Delaney

Charlton Dietz

Barbara Erlandson

Patricia Erlandson

Thomas Fabel

Sarah M.Fleegel

Kathleen Fluegel, Ph.D.

Kathy Flynn in recognition of
Lori and Bob Radecki

Michael Friedman

Mark Frey

Bill Gengler

Steven Helmueller

Steven Hirsh

Theresa Hughes

Kimberly Hunter

Jerome Ingber

Nancy J. Jacks

Sharon E. Jacks

Tom Jensen

Samuel Kaplan

Nancy Kleeman

Lisa Knazan

Duane W.Krohnke

Robin Lackner

Thomas J.Larson

Cynthia Lee

Edmundo Lijo

Patricia Magarin

William M. Mahlum

Guillermina Marmolejo

David Martinez

Nancy Martinez

Barbara Mcllquham

Lizabeth McKibben

Judi McManigal

Miguel Mercado Ramirez

George Millard

Leah Montgomery

Julia Morgan

Paul A.Moss

Philip Murphy

Larry Nicol
Gabriela Nitu
Dick Nowlin
Thomas Pursell
Leslie Reindl
Sue Rockers
Naomi Ryman
Maria Santos
Zoe Santos Cartaya
Bonfilia Schnell
Anna Scholl
David Skovholt
Sarah Solz
Laura Stoltzman
Steven Thal
ThuThu
Wilkolak Family
Matthew Zarzar
Julie Zimmer

In-kind Donors:

Cynthia Anderson

Bakken Musuem

Barbary Fig

Bluefin Bay

The Bibelot

Breadsmith

Richard Breitman

Broder’s Cucina Italiana

Bryant Lake Bowl

Business Data Record Services

Café Latte

Caribou Coffee

Thomas Cassidy

Cedarhurst Mansion

Chanhassen Dinner Theatre

Cub Foods

Da Afghan Restaurant

Downtowner Woodfire Grill

Tim Duggan

Karen Ellingson

Fasika

Gertens

Ann Gonzales

Griffith Printing

Guthrie Theater

Hamoud Family

Jawaahir Dance Company & The
Cassandra School

Jerome Ingber

Susan Jorgenson Flores

Sharon Jacks

Munir Kahar

Keller Family

Gabriel Keller

Russell & Karen Knutson

M.C.Kunz

Kvasnick Photography

Landmark Theatres

McCormick & Schmick

Middlebrook Law Firm

Minneapolis/St. Paul Magazine

Minnesota Historical Society

Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company

Minnesota State Bar Association
Minnesota Twins

Minnesota Zephyr

Mixed Blood Theatre

Mai Neng Moua

Old Log Theatre

Leonard, Street and Dienard:
Carl V.Nowlin
Thomas A.Jensen
Georgia L.Ireland
David Kantor

Lolita Oorlog

Paper Patisserie

Peace Coffee

Pizza Luce

Punch Pizza

Jesus Purisaca

Thomas Pursell

RF.Moeller Jeweler

River Gallery

Olivia Rogers

St. Croix Vineyards

Science Museum of Minnesota

South China Island Inn

Stems and Vines

Andrew Sternard

Theatre de la Juene Lune

Ana & Bruno Theisen

Treadle Yard Goods

UFCW 1161

Uptown Old Chicago

Uptown Theater

Yee K.Vue

Walker Art Center

Lisa Wilkolak

WonderWeavers Storytellers

Worthington Community
Education

Julie Zimmer

Pro Bono Attorneys:
Aronson & Associates, PA.:
Hetal Delal
Sarah Stensrud
Briggs & Morgan:
Nancy Wolf
Dorsey & Whitney LLP:
Jennifer Dellmouth
Karam & Associates:
Leslie Karam
Leonard, Street and Dienard:
Steve Mayeron
Carl Nowlin
Lindquist & Vennum P.L.L.P:
DeAnne Hilgers
Cynthia Lee
Thomas Pursell
McCollum,Crowley, Moschet &
Miller, Ltd.:
Juan Avila

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP:

Kevin Magnuson
Private Law Offices:
Mike Boston
Benjamin Casper
Charlene D'Cruz
Susana Deleon
Paula Duthoy

Karen Ellingson

Rose Grengs

Kim Hunter

Steve Jahn

Bruce Nestor

Nancy Peterson

Julie Zimmer
Other:

Cassandra Buteyn

Mary Hernandez

Hernandez, Mary

Kathy Klos

Kathleen Lomor Exel

Michelle Rivero

Megan Sprecher

Sara Wilkinson

Virgil Woebe

Volunteers:

Bibi Abdalla

Alex Antuna
Valery Atanga Ndeh
Gada Beshir
Susan Blanchette
Michel Boudreaux
Angela Cabatbat
Lyndsay Capeder
Isabelle Chan
Amanda Coen
Tony Deos
Lindsay Eastwood
Joseph Fawbush
Gerardo Figeuroa
Lindsey Hansen
Sara Harris

Rachel Horne
Ramon Hough
Amanda Huneke
Fatumo Isse
Jamie Jerden
Joanna Knight
Ruben Martinez
Marisa Matejka
Jane Mejia
Magda Metelska
Collier Meyerson
Kevin Morrison
Michael Nadim
Jessica Nault

Kim Nguyen
Christine O'Connell
Sarah Radosevich
Ann Richey

Sam Rosenbaum
Leah Ryan
Edward Schexnayder
Eliza Schrader
Casey Schultz
Natasha Suelflow
Tonya Tennessen
Diana Watson
Kyle Wislocky



Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota
450 North Syndicate St.

Suite 175

St.Paul, Minnesota 55104

Thomas Pursell Thomas Jensen Toulia Dennis Frank Alan

Debra Schneider Sharon Jacks Martha Saenz EricTchea
Stephanie Vazquez Julie Zimmer Muhammad Munir Kahar Elaine Matama
Thomas Larson Jeannie Fox Zaw Wai Bernard Gnaukori
Kate Latimer Muzamba Sibajene

William Mahlum Mario Hernandez

The Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota is a unique non-profit 501(c)3 organization; in addition to provid-
ing high-quality legal services to low-income immigrants and refugees in Minnesota, ILCM educates immi-
grant and non-immigrant communities about immigration matters,and is a leader in legislative advocacy.

To learn more about ILCM, please visit our website at http://www.ilcm.org.
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